TO THE 
Right Honourable and Honourable 


THE 


Lords Commiſſioners * 


OFHIS 


Majeſties Treaſury. 


Si WILLIAM CREAGH of Newcaſtle 
upon Tre, 


Moſt humbly ſhewerh, 
AQ H AT taking notice of the grear | 

= of the Cuſtoms in England and Scotland, on 

=) COALS tranſported beyond the Seas, by 

* which His Majeftics Revenue (as to that 

Branch) is much impaired, the Engliſh: Na- 

k vigation in a great meaſure diſcouraged, and 

that antient Corporation of Newcaſtle in danger of being ruin'd: 

He thought it his Duty, to ler ſlip no op ity whereby he 

might be inſtrumental to ſtop the current of ſo great Evils. 
* 


A 


_ (2) 

And though the fatigue of a long troubleſom Journey from 
Newcaſtle hither, might be a bar to is ſaid undertaking, yet he 
valu'd his Duty to the King and the Publick, above all, and 
came from Newcaſtle to London, now the third time upon 
the ſame Errand. 

The firſt time was in Ofober, 1684. and in November fol- 
lowing, he preſented the Commulſoners of His Majeſtics Cu- 
ſtoms, with a State of the Forreign Coal-Trade, herewith fol- 
lowing the Letter PE SET ee A 


| Fogether with the enſuing Authentick Certificate from France, 
following the Letter _— Mes 


Both which being debated before the ſaid Commiſſioners, were 
afterwards ſent up to the then Lords of the Treaſury,and made 
knownto his late Majeſty of Bleſſed Memory, who,together with 
the ſaid Lords and Commiſſioners, leem'd inclinable to grant the 
Abatement ſer forth in the ſaid State, till one Mr.George Robinſon, 
one of the Sub-Farmers of the 45. per Chalder, under my Lord: 
Townſend, obſtructed the ſame, by dillwading his Partners 
from conſenting thereto, and for his ſo doing, he gave the 
Commiſſioners a Paper of groundleſs Reaſons, herewith follow- 
ing the Letter | 


——O———— 


—— —— — 


Which are fully refuted by the ſaid Creagh's Anſwer thereto, fol- 
lowing the Letter _—.— a = ——M 


However, fance the ſaid Sub-Farmers would not bear their ſhare 
of the Abatement, the ſaid Lords of the Treaſury and Com- 
miſſioners thought it not reaſonable the King ſhould bear the 
whole, and they reap half the Benefit : And thus the Buſineſs 
fell till February, 168%. That the ſaid Creagh ſeeing thoſe Evils 

; like 


like to encreaſe, and having an opportunity by Propoſals male 


to him from France (upon encouragement) to improve that 
Branch of His Majeſties Revenue very conſiderably, he came 
the ſecond time to London, and preſented His preſent Majeſty 
with a ſecond State of that Afﬀair, a Copy whereof is here an- 
nexed, and follows the Letter ___. ME Ret £5 E 


And of which another COPY was likewiſe delivered tomy Lord 
Rocheſter, then Lord Treaſurer, and the (aid Geagh being call'd 
out of Town before any Reference could be had upon it, he 
lefr a Friend to ſollicit the matter; and though it was ſent to 
the Commiſſioners after he was gone, yet his Friend could get 
no other Anſwer to it, than a Copy of the {aid Robinſon's ground- 
leſs Reaſons. This put him the ſaid Greagh upon procuring 
ſtronger Proofs for what he aſſerted, and afrer the Expence of 
'Time and Money, he at laſt got an Authentick Certificate 
from Scotland, a Copy whereof follows the Letter _— —E 


Which he hopes will be ſufficient to ſhew what Prejudice the 
ſaid Robinſon's and Partners Obſtinacy has done the Ring, 
the Navigation, and the Town of Newcaſtle, which I do 

ſo ſmall an Abatement will not now prevent, after the Trade 
is almoſt ſetled in Scotland, as it would do in the beginning, 
when there was not much of that: Infomuch that raiſing the 
Cuſtom in Scotland ro ſome equality with the Cuſtom in 
England, would prove more Fffectual ; and this is conceived 
may be done by the King and Lords Commiſſioners of the 
E xchequer in Scotland, as appears by the Preamble to the 
Scotch Book of Rates, whereof a Copy is alſo herewith fol- 


lowing the Letter + Ds 3 E | 


Eſpecially in a Matter that occaſions ſo National a Prejudice : 
A 2 Bur 
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But tilt that be done, ſome 


"IO 


e 15 requiſite to be taken 
to prevent the aforeſaid apparent Evils. 


And as an addition to the Ruine of that ancient and conſi- 
derable Corporation of Newcaſtle upon Tine, there is one of its 
own Members (called Sunderland) that contribures thereto in a 
high degree, and that in the Cuſtom ſaved in the difference of 
meaſure,by which His Majeſty loſes 3 © per cent.of His Cuſtoms, 
which the ſaid Creagh is ready to make out, of his own certain 
knowledg, having loaded Ships there, and found that every 
7 Chalders in Sunderland, made out 10 Newcaſtle Chalders, 
and paid the Kings Cuſtom but for > Chalders, and as a 
further demonſtration, they fell their Sunderland Chalder of 
Coals moſt commonly for 145. and 145. 6d. per Chalder, 
when Newcaſtle cannot fell for above 8 or 9 s. per Chalder, 
though as good or berter Coals ; ſo that the Meaſure is appa- 
rent to be Pe cauſe, by which a great ſhare of that lictle foreign 
Coal Trade in England (which otherwiſe would come to 
Newcaſtle) comes to that Port, which is like wiſe a great Pre- 
judice to the Navigation, by reaſon none but ſmall Veſlels 
wo there, whereas in Newcaſtle, Ships of any Burthen may 

ted, 


There is one thing more burthenſom to Newcaſtle in reference 
to its Members, whereof no mention would be made, if the 
ſaid Members were nor like to deſtroy the Head, and that is 
the 12d. per Chalder, which comes to a conſiderable yearly 
Sum, which is not in the leaſt grucged, provided the ſaid 
Members paid the like, and not have 30 per cent. abated in 
the Cuſtom more than the head. 


May 


ic pleaſe your Lordſhips, Mr. Anthony Iſaac . 
ole of the Cuſtoms in Newcaſtle, and one & oy 
had above Twenty Years experience in that Port, is now in 
London (who may if your Lordſhips pleaſe) be i ated 
as to the Premiſes; to whoſe teſtimony, and your ps . 
conſideration, is referred what is here ſer forth by 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, - 


Your Lordſhips moſt Humble, moſt Obediene, and 
moſt Faithful Servant, 


gy ah ogg u CREAGH 


mm A 
- 


THE 
FRESENMN I] S1 ATE 


Fozreign Coal-Trade, 


Humbly offerred to the conlideration of His 
Majeſties Commiſhoners of the Cuſtoms, 


BY 


WILLIAM CRE AGH, 
Of Newcaſtle upon Time, Merchant. 


T H E faid William Creagh ſaith, That a Company of 


French Merchants of the City of Rogen in the King- 
dom of France, about Three Months ago, wrnt 
him, that they made a Contract with the French Farmers, to 
import great Quantities of Coals into the River of Rowen by 
Engliſh Shipping, and thereupon gave the ſaid Creagh orders 
to Freight (with all poſſible ſpeed) as many Engliſh Ships as 


could take in 800 Chalders of Coals, declaring, chat the next 


Spring and Summer they would import as' many Coals to 
the 


the ſaid River of Rowen, and continue yearly fo to do,” as 
would ſupply. the whole Kingdom of France ; whereupon, - 
and in purſuance of the {aid Order, the ſaid Creagh freighted 
Nine Ships of conſtderable Burthen, and loaded them off; bur: 
before - compleat Shipping the {aid Number of 800 


Chalders-9H Coals, he receives a er from the ſaid Com- 
pany, acquainting him, that the Truce being then as good 
as ratified berwixt France and Spain, their French Ships which 
formerly uſed ro come for Coals to Newcaſtle, were then 
all going for Scotland, by reaſon of the great Diſcouragemenr 
they met with at Newcaſtle by the high Duties and Tonage 
there, which on French Ships is 30 s, ſterling per Chalder, 
on. Dutch Ships 20s. per Chalder, and- on Engliſh Ships 8s. per 
Chalder,that they could do no good thereby ; whereas in Scot- 
land, no foreign Ship. pays more than 105. Scetch Money 
(which is but 1 0d. ſterkigy ) for their great Scotch Chalders thar 
makes about Five NewZJſtle. Chalders; fo that by that com- 
putation, they pay bur at the rate of 24. ſterling per Chal- 
der Newcaſtle Meaſure: And beſides a Ship of 200 Tons 
may clear there for 40 or 50' Tons ; fo that the Scotch Du- 
ty upon Coals duly conſidered as it is now collected, is next 
to nothing. 


This encouragement 'in Scotland being ſo great, moſt of 
the French Ships went thither, and ſome of them being lately 
returned to the ſaid River of Rouen, they brought with them 
a new ſort of Scotch Coal, which gave as good a Price in 
Rouen Market as Newcaftle Coals, though heretofore, New- 
caſtle Coals uſed to give 10 French Crowns in every 100 Bar- 
rels of Coals Royen Meaſure (which is computed to be abour 
6 Newcaſtle Chalders) more than the Scotch Coals : Bur now 
the one giving as good a Price as the other, if ſome ſpeedy 
CAIC- 


>" are be noe taken, His Majeſties Revenue in the ſaid Port 


among I Wert, a 


Newcaſtle will be mightily impaired, and the Engliſh Naviga- 
tion 1 a great meals LG's: All brviry, + ar" "at 
bly referred to the conſideration of the ſaid Commiſſioners, 
that they may find out ſome ſpeedy Remedy to prevent all 
the foregoing Evils, And that the ſaid Creagh may not be 


wW with his weak endeavours, he humbly conceives, 


that ballancing the Scorch Coal-Trade with the Engliſh, would 
do the work ; that is to ſay, to raiſe the Duty of the Scotch 
Coals in ſome meaſure equal to the Engliſh. Burt ſince thar 
muſt be (if at all) a work of much time, and likely to meet 
with great oppoſition, he the {aid Greagh thinks that an Abate- 
ment of 5 Chalders in every Score, or an allowance of 25 per 
cent. (joyat with the difficulty of the Scotch Navigation) may 
in the meantime keep the ſaid French Project (which other- 
wiſe will fall off) on foot,to the encreaſe of His Majeſties Re- 
venue by the ſaid Over-Sea Coal-Trade, in the ſaid Port of 
Newcaſtle, and Members thereof, and great 

che Engliſh Navigation. Ail which is moſt humbly ſubmicred 


ro the determination of the ſaid Commiſſioners, by their 


moſt Faithful and moſt humble Servant 


LONDON, 


Neponk: 3 W.CREAGH. 


GEORGE 
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Mr. GEORGE ROBINSON Anſwer 


To the toregoing 


Preſent State. 


The (ommuſſuners of His Maſjeſties Cuſtoms may 
pleaſe to take notice, 


HAT Whereas it hath been ſuggeſted a fort of Coal was 
larely found in Scotland, (not much inferiour to the Coal 
of ' England) and from thence Exported to France in French 
Vellels, paying little or no Cuſtom for the ſame, and 
whereas it was alſo alledged by Letters from France and Holland, &c. 
Thar the Forein Markers were of late years extraordinarily ſupplyed 
with Coals from Scotland, in Strangers Ships, to the great prejudice of 
the Exgliſh Navigation and damage to His Majeſties Cuſtoms here, 
upon which allegations ſome of the Traders (His Majeſties Subjetts) o 
of England, in that Commodity, humbly defired (by proper applica- __ * 
tion) a ſeaſonable remedy for ſach an Evil, either by an equality of 
Dury to be paid by Strangers in Scotland, or by ſome encouragement 
or favour to rhe Engliſh in the Duty here: which ſuggeſtions and « 
ſceming good reaſons, made not only deep impreſſions, but great in- 
clinations to endeayour a preſent Abatement of the Cuſtom on Coals , | 
| Exported from Exgland in Engliſh Shipping, for a ſhort temporary ex- 
| periment, till the Duty in Scoz/and could be raiſed higher, if the King 
+ thquld ſo pleaſe. 
B . Now 


Now having fince -farther well examined the Premiſes, there ſeem- 
eth nothing more certain therein than, | 


I. 


That the Cuſtom in Scorland is indeed next to nothiug, and the 
deſe& (ſuch as it is) there. 


IE. 


Thar there are no better Coals in Scotland now, than in former and 
later years, in which the Duties in both Kingdoms have been as now 
they are; and yer the Exportation from England far greater than that 
of the laſt year, from whence it ſeemeth evident that the greater or 
leſſer Annual Exportation of this Commodity, hath not been occaſi- 
oned by any extraordinary Coal found in Scotland, or the difference of 
the Cuſtom, bur Peace, War, Plague,*Fc, doth influence the fame. 
And ſome years the Forein Markets (as well as London Markets) are 
over ſtocked with this Commodity, the Cuſtom of Ano 1679. was 
better than 1678. about 5000 /. the year following was worſe than 
that by about 2000 /. 1681. was near as good as 1679. 1682. was 
ſomewhat better than 1680. 1683. was about 1500 /. better than 
1682. and Anno 1684. is not ſo bad as 1678. by near 2000/7. neither 


were the years before 1678. (though not atrogether ſo good as fince) 
leſs ſubject to variation, and yet the Coals of Scotland, and the Duties 
of both Kingdoms, the ſame as now, for any thing yet proved to 
the contrary. 


HI. 


That the advices from Holland of the encreale of this Scotch Trade 
now want Confirmation, and the abatement from 8 to 6 5. per Chal- 
der, is chicfly projected by the Faftors, or Traders of France, and 
that for accompr of the groſs Farmers of the Cuſtoms of that King. 
dom, who (as Strangers) ought by the Book of Rates here to pay 
14 5. per Chalder for Coals Exported in Engliſh _— ; ſo that in- 
ſtead of 25. this proje& will abate them 8 5s. per Chalder, 


| 


\ IV. That 


CC 


That by that ſenſible Letrer to Sir Joh» Buckworth of the #: Inſtant 
from Rowen, touching this matter, it ſeemeth apparent, Thar if the 
French could be without our Engliſh Coal, or Scotch Coal were 
ſo good as is alledged, and could be brought from Scotland in French 
Ships within 2 s. per Chalder as cheap as Engliſh Coal, the French 
would not be ſo kind to our amy 9s as to employ them in this 
Trade to the negle& of their own Shipping: or on the other hand in 
the ſame Letter, it would rationally be propoſed, that if French Ships 
may be permitted to fetch out Coal at Eng/iſþ Cuſtom, they will be 
willing to pay the French Tonnage of 5 s. which will amount to 18 x. 
per Chalder ; a Newcaſtle Chalder being more than two Ton: Now if 
the Market at. Rowen will afford. to pay that 18 s. per Chalder, and 
produce good profit to the Merchant, as the faid Letrer ſets forth, ic 
ſcemeth not neceſſary to abate the Cuſtom, and to ler them have a 
Commodity from vs, which they cannot be without (for rhe reafons 
aforeſaid) at 6 s. per Chalder. 


V. 


If it be faid in favour of all Forein Markets as well as France, thar 
the cheapneſs of a Commodity ſuppoſeth an encreaſe of Conſumption : 
it will alſo be remembred that the ſuppoſition will utterly fail in Com- 
modities not ſubje&t ro Luxury. It Salt wereat a penny a Buſhel, it 
would not (for its cheapneſs) augment the Conſumption. And if all 
the Engliſh Cuſtom on Coals were taken off, it would not amount to 
above 1 d. + a Buſhel, in the price of Coals cannot make 6 d. difference 
in 54. worth of Manufacture, and the dearer we fell a Commodity 
abroad which the Stranger cannot be withour as aforeſaid, the more we 
bring back to inrich our own Nation. 


VI. 


And as to the Exg/i/ſþ Navigation, the ſame will appear to be very 
lictle advantaged by the deſired abatement to 6 5s. per Chalder, when ic 
ſhall be computed that the whole Forcin Coal-Trade is not + part of the 
Annual quantity brought only into Zoxdoy, of which the bare Duries, 
firſt and laſt, amount to 6 5s. 6 d. per Chalder, and if the faid abate- 
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ment ſhould take effeft, the French ſhould not pay fo much Duty as = 
we. The Parent is not kinder to Strangers than to his own Children. 


VII, 


Therefore it is conceived, that if any advantage can accrue by the 
deſired abatement, ir will be to the Coal Owner, who knowing the ne- 
ceſſity the French have of the Commodity, will at leaſt ſhare (by the 
raiſing the Price of the Coal) in the profit of what the King ſhall 
pleaſe to abate of the Cuſtoms ſo prudently Eſtabliſhed by his Laws. 


VIIE. 


And for theſe Reaſons, and much more which might be ſaid on this 
ſubje&, as I humbly conceive, the faid abatement not to be for His 
Majeſties ſervice, or the benefit of the Engliſh Navigation 3 ſo I find 
all my Partners (with whomT am in Covenant) now unwilling to joyn 
with me in any conſent thereunto, for what relares to the Lord 
Townſends Intereſt in the premiſes. All which is humbly ſubmirred. 


Dated the 2oth. of 
Decemb. 1684. 


George Robinſon. 
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A Reply to Mr. George Robinſons 
groundleſs Anſaver io the Preſent 
State of the Forein Coal-Trade. 


I. 


T5 the Cuſtom in Scotland is next to nothing, (as by the 


ſaid Preſent State is ſet forth) is owned by the Anſwerer ; 
ſo needsno further proof nor enlargement. 


Il. 


To fay there are no better Coals now in Scotland than in former” 
years is not denyed (ough a cunning inſinuation.) Burt the beſt and 
richeſt Coal both in Eng/ond and Scotland, being the moſt fir for Do- 
meſtick uſe, are the worſe for Forcein Conſumption, where no other 
uſe is made of that Commodity but for the Forge and Furnace there- 
fore the queſtion is not whether they be better or worſe in the general, 
bur that a betrer ſort of Coals for Forein uſe, viz. a ſmall Cakeing 
Coal, and of leſs value than that called the beſt, which isa large © 
burning Coal, that will not Cake, has been of late years fate ro | 
Scotland, purchaſed there on eafieterms, plentifully Tranſported from 
thence to Forein parts, and there fold art as high a Rate as Newcaſtle 
Coals, to the leſſening His Majeſties Cuſtoms, and the Exg/i/h Navi- 
gation, is what has been offered and proved by as Authentick a Cer- 
rificate as could be deviſed, whereof the Copy follows the Letter —B. - 
Andas to the Anſwerers promiſcuous . way. of jumbling.the qty þ 


| and Decreaſe of ſeveral years Produtt, after the Rule of faffe Poſi- 
tion: it is no way pertinent, but rather a blind to hinder Men from 
diſcerning the true State of the Caſe, which is this, 


| 


His Majeſties Revenue is diminiſhed notwithſtanding that later years 
lfave produced more than formers ; this may ſeem paradoxical, bur it 
ſhall be made out : for what His Majeſty might have by good manage- 
ment, and loſt by bad, is a leſſening of His Revenue, good manage- 
ment might hinder ſo many Fleetrs to paſs by for Scotland to fetch a 
Conpaticy which they mighr rake up halt way, and thereby con- 
ſiderably encreaſe His Majeſties Revenue: therefore the want of that 
good management has diminiſhed ir. 


II. 


"As tothe Engliſh Navigation, the prejudice is apparent, for inſtead of 
30 5. thatuſed formerly to be paid for the Freight of a Chalder of Coals 
; trom Newcaſtle, to Havre de grace in France, Ships may now be plenti- 
4 fully had for 16 s. per Chalder for the ſaid Voyage, occaſioned purcly 
; for want of Employment, fince Scotland is able to furniſh Forcin Ships 
with Coals fit for their purpoſe, and ina manner Cuſtom free, | 


III. 


That the Advices from Holland want no confirmation, if Letters 
may be Credited, whence likewiſe Authentick Certificates may be had, 
were it worth the Charge, or that the Matter in queſtion were put 
upon that Iſſue; and as to the abatement, it is all one by whom it is 
projeted, if it be proved to be for the good of the King and Kingdom. 


IV. 


: That the ſenſible Letter to Sir Job» Buckworth of the $3 December, 
4 1684. from Rowen, confirms the ificate aforementioned, as to the 
quantity of Scotch Coals Imported to the River of Rowen, and nothing 

is more clear than that the French could be without Erg/i/þ Coals, ſince 

they may be furniſhed from Scotland _ ſuch ecaſic terms, as is 

| alledged. And if fo greata Work as the cutting of the River Eure, 
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wers not ſer on foot, which _ 
neceſſity (in the beginning) mu oy ſome Eng/i/h Ships to ferch 
Engliſh Coals, the ſaid Ships being of greater Burthen, and the faid 
Coals nearer hand : but it is ro be noted thar at the ſame time their own 
Ships go for Scor/and, and that when they have once a Stock by them 
ro keep the Men at Work, then will they ſupply themſelves from Scor- 
land, fo as Newcaſtle ſhall hardly ſee any more of them, or reccive 
any further Orders ro ſend them any more Coals in Engliſh Ships : as 
to the French Ships, being willing to pay 10s. per Chalder Tonage, 
provided they may pay no more than 8 s. per Chalder Engliſh Cuſtom, 
which would make in all 18 s. per Chalder. Ir is confeſſed they would 
gain very well by it, and four times more than by paying only 6 5. 
of the Engliſh Cuſtom, for it is to be noted that a French Ship pays 
in all 3 s. per Chalder, whereof 10s. being for Tonage, they pay 
no fifty So/x» per Ton at home, which Eng/iſh Ships muſt do in France ; 
ſo the Tonage muſt be paid either in French Ships in England, or 
Exgliſh Ships in France, therefore no benefit ro rhe Merchant by thar 
Article. Now I leave any body 'to judg whether it were nor better 
for the French to pay the tull Eng/ih Cuſtom, being 8 s. and the ſaid 
Tonage, than to pay the 20 5. remaining of the 3os. though the 
deſired 2 5s, were abated of it, and how Mr. Robinſon can make it out 
otherwiſe is not underlitood. 


V. 


How abſurd it is to ſay that the Stranger cannot be without our 
Commodity, when at the ſame time he may have it as good, and a 
great deal cheaper from another place, is obyious to the meaneſt 
Capacity. 


VI. 


As to the Eng/iſh Navigation his Argument bears as little weight 
as the former; tor if there bano encouragement ro Trade, there will 
be as little ro Build Ships, and if that encouragement fails, Naviga- 
tion in a ſmall proceſs of time muſt fall in Courle, which already ap- 

pears in that antient Nurſery of Navigation (Newcafle) where of ten 
Ships that uſed to be Built, there is hardly one now, there appeared no 
leſs decreaſe in the buying of Forein Bottoms, even before the Act of 
Parliament : ſo that this and the fall of Freights, is a plain demonſtra- 
tion ; - 


ired a ſpeedy ſupply, and which of. 


tion; and though it is very true that it is the Loudow Market that 
moſtly governs our Eng/iſh Coal-Trade, yet when that is at an ebb, 
It is no policy to knock down all other helps for Company : and there- 
fore Mr, Robinſer's witty home Charity is not ſo meritorious, when 
the Parent ſtarves himſelf and his Children , by ſhutring our the 


| Stranger that brings them Bread. 


VII. 


As to Mr. Robinſon's Conception of the abatement deſired, to be for 
the benefit of rhe Coal-Owner : it will be made appear to be a very 
falſe Conception, and fo incapable of bringing forth any thing char 
is good, thar it will prove Abortive; for in the firſt place he himſelf 
owns that the Coal-Trade is governed by London, it fo, it muſt be 
the London Market that cauſes a Riſe or Fall in the Price of Coals: 
therefore the Forein Trade being ſo inconfiderable as he makes it, can- 
not be the cauſe. It may be conſidered likewiſe, that none that comes 
to Buy will give more than the Current Price , which is publickly 
known, but very often may Buy under the Current Price from ne- 
ceſſirous Men, who will underſel rather than want mony, though 
contrary to the Orders of the Hoſtmen Company, whereot they are 
Members, and which by their Freedom Oath they are bound to ob- 
ſerve, that the Company may enjoy an equal benefit of the Trade. 
And further that the ſaid Sir W3/lzam Creagh, who decals moſt in the ſaid 
Forcin Coal-Trade may clear himſelf of this falſe ſuggeſtion ; hedeclares 
that he is not, nor ever was Owner of any Coals that weat over Sea, 
otherwiſe than by paying others his ready mony for them after they 
were Shipped off and ſent uy ; ſo there is no room leſt to think 
him guilty of fo foula praCtice: it any of Mr, Robinſon's Acquaintance be, 
it were fit he were made to diſcover them. And if it ſhould be choughr 
ſtrange why the faid Robinſon ſhould thus oppoſe a buſineſs wherein 
he and his Partners would gain as much as the King, it were not.amiſs 
to know his reaſon for giving the late Sir W/l:am Blackett (one of his 
Partners who dealt wi in the over Sea Coal-Trade) ſome years ago, 


order to clear his over Sea Ships for the Coſt, which I am ſure did not 
look like a benefit to the King nor his Partners, but he is beſt able to 
anſwer the meaning of that Practice. 


VIIL . And 


- 
7, 


VII. 
And for theſe Reaſons, and much more which may be ſaid upon 
occaſion, I humbly conceive than His Majeſties Revenue, the Eng/ifþ 
Navigation, and the Town of Newcaſtle has ſuffered more by the faid 
Mr. Robinſor's refraftorinels, than he will be ever able ro make amends 
for, all which is moſt humbly ſubmitted to your Lordſhips, by 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, 
Your Lordſhips 
Moſt humble Servant 


Wiililiam CxEAGE, 
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THE 


PRESENT STATE 


OF THE 


FOREIN COALTRADE, 


Moſt humbly offered to His 


MA JESTIES Conſideration 


B Y 


Sr WILLIAM CREAGEH, 
Of Newcaſtle upon Thne, Ke. 


HE faid Forcin Coal-Trade from Newcaſtle and its Members 
(whence ariſeth moſt of His Majeſties Reyenue by that 
Trade) and known to be the greateſt Nurſery of His Ma- 
jeſties Seamen, has been much diſcouraged by the inequa- 


lity of the Cuſtoms laid upon Coals in E»g/and, and Scotland, as 
followeth, viz 


In 


In England one Chalder of Coals Newcaſtle Meaſure, pays for 
Cuſtom, Tonage, and petty Duties, v2. 


Sterlin 
In a French Ship ——— ED: $9 IG —30 ſhi 
In a Dutch or any other Forein Ship————=—20 ſhill. 


In an Evrg/ih Ship — — 3; ſhi. 
Whereas in Scoz/and they pay no more than 8 d. or 10d. per Chalder 
in any fort of Ships, and the Ships clear generally for a third, or a 
quarter of their Burthen', ſo the Cuſtom is reckoned in a manner 
nothing, and the Coal Owners there do penerally Sell their Coals 
clear a Board, ro make things more cafie to the Buyer, and to, 
{mother the inconſiderableneſs of the Duty and Clearing, and by 
this means begins to draw the Trade from Newcaſtle , eſpecially 
ſince the finding out of a new fort of ſmall Coals within theſe late 
years, Which has been plentifully Tranſported to Forein Markets 
within theſe two or three years, as by a Certificate appears, and 
ſold there at as high a Rate as Newcaſtle Coals ; whereas formerly 
Newcaſtle Coals fold for 8s. per Chalder more than Scotch, and thar, 
and the length of the Voyages, did in a manner ballance the inequa- 
liry of the Cuſtoms: bur now that the Scotch Coals gives as great 
4 price abroad as thoſe of Newcaſtle, the faid Forein Coal-Trade 
from Newcaſtle will be wholly deſtroyed and laid aſide, to the prear 
diſcouragement of the Exg/iſh Navigation, and diminiſhing His Ma- 
jeſtices Cuſtoms in a very high degree, eſpecially 'at a juncture of 
time when there never was ſuch an opportunity of encouraging the 
one, and augmenting the other : for ſince the Proze&t of cutting 
the River Eure, and carrying on the Works at Verſailles were reſolved 
on, the ſaid Sir William Creagh had Commillions propoſed to him 
by the Undertakers in Prance, for no leſs than a hundred thouſand 
Chalders of Newcaſtle Coals, which were to be Shipped for the River 
of Rouen, beſides what might be Tranſported to other Forcin Parts ; 
but before a thouſand Chalders of the {aid number could” be Shipped 
off, there went ſo many Scotch Coals ro the River of Rouen, and 
other parts, that the ſaid great Commiſſion lyes now Dormanr, 
and will not be awaked if ſome means be not found to ballance the 
Cuſtoms in both Kingdoms, by raiſing the Duty in Scotland, or 
naking ſome abatement here. The firſt is conceived may be done by 
he King, and the Lords Commiſlioners of _ Treaſury in Scoriand, . 
* y 


"I 
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the preamble to the Scotch Book of Rates, whereof a 15 
Bae? _ and as for the latter, it is left ro His Maj ox 
His Royal Wiſdom, to confider whether it be not better to make 
ſome reaſonable Abatement, than to ler flip by the faid Commiſſions 


alone, 


EAST wont CAGE G18 4 a hb T JO kb Aa —— u_ 


of 


Sterling. 

"OE MEE 
If Loaden in Exg/iſh Ships ———— 40000 ©O ©0 
If in Datch, or other Forein Ships ————I—1o0000 oo0 oo 
If in French Ships mn—————_————} 2 00 


All which is moſt humbly left to His Majeſties 
Dexermination, by His Majeſties moſt 

» Faithful, and moſt Dutiful Subje&t and 
Servant, 


WILLIAM CREAGH. 
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by the preamble to the Scotch Book of Rates, whereof a Cop 


herewith, appears: and as for the latter, it is left ro His Majeſ 
His Royal Wiſdom, to conſider whether it be nor better to r 
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3 HARLES by the G:zace of GOD, 
B>yY King of Greac Bricairi, France, and Ireland, 
PA Defender of the Faith; To Dur Lovits, 

X33 | ur Heraulds, Purſivants, 
Macers, and Meſſengers: Fozaſmuch, as by the 
57th. Act of the firſt Seſſion of Our rſt Pariia- 
ment of our Kingdom of Scotland, the Lozds Com- 
miſſioners of Dur Exchequer are thereby War- 
ranted to eſtabliſh a New Book of Rates foz Our 
Cuſtoms ; as alſo by the 2-th. Act of the third 
Seſſion of Dur ſaid Parliament, Þt 1s decla- 
red, That the o2dering and diſpoſal of Trade with 
fo:eign Nations, doth belong to Us and Dur 
Succeſſo2s, as an undoubted P2tviledge of Our 
Crown; and that by virtne hereof, we may ſo 02- 
der and diſpoſe of fozeign Trade as We ſhall think 


TE ———————— _— 


fit, foz the good of Dur ſaid Kingdom : And being 


deſirous that the Trade thereof be ſo o2dered, as 
may be moſt fo2 Dur Jntereſt,and the good andeaſe 
of Dur Subjects : And conſidering how neceſſary 
it ts fo: that end, that the Rates oz Cuſtoms Which 
have been heretofoze moſt unequai, by reaſon of the 
great difference of the true value of Goods at pcſent, 
and of late, from what they were many years ago; 
(ould be nov regulated and ſtated, as We may Have 
Our Cuſtom paid, and Our Subitcts may not oniy 


he. 
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he aſcertaind what they have te pay, but alſo, find 
a conſiderable eaſe of the P2opoztion of the Cu- 
toms, fo:merly due fromthe Native Commodities 
of Our ſaid Kingdom, at the Expoztaticn thereof: 
Lherefo:c vc, with the Advice and Conſent of the 
Commiſſioners of Our Lreafury and Erchequer, 
having taken the Rates of Our Cuſtoms into Dur 
Con{dcration, and having alſo had therein the Opt- 
nions of {ome Perſons of good Knowledg and Jn- 
terefi in the Zrade of Merchandize. Have thought fit 
to Settle and Determin the Ratesof Our Cuſtoms 
to be in all time coming, acco2ding as they are ſet 
down in the Alphabet thereof; andſuch Goods and 
Verchandize as are contain'd therein, that they pay 
Lwelve Pence upon each Pound value, and that 


>. the ſame Rates be raisd and managd confozm to 


gon 


:he Acts of Parliament and Jnſtructions ſubjoyn'd 
to the ſaid Alphabet. And to the cftect all Our 
Licges may have timous notice thereof, Jt is Our 
Will and Pleaſure, that theſe Pzeſents, With the 


Rates of Cuſtoms and Jnſtructions, be Recozded 


in the Books of Our Exchequer, and Pzinted and 
Publiſhed at the Market-Croſs of Dur B92ough of 
Edenborough, and other Places needful. 


Given at Our Conrt at White-Hall the 4" day of March, 1670. 
and inthe 22% Year of Our Reign. 


By His Majelties Command. 


LAUDERDAILL. 


CREAGH (Sir William) The Present State of the Foreign Coal Trade, Humbly 

offered to the Consideration of His Majesties Commissioners of the Customs, 

by William Creagh, of Newcastle upon I'vne, Merchant. | London, 1684/7]. 
Small 4to., sewn. Shght worm. £7 Ts. 


Thas mteresting collection of documents was 8ent by Sir William Creagh 
to the Lords of the Treasury with a covering letter. They deal with 
diversion of the foreign trade in coal from Neweastle to Scotland owing to 
the higher rates of export duty payable at the English port. The documents 
are printed as follows : — 

I. His corermng letter to the Treasury, dated 168T. 

Il. His memorandum with the title given above, explaining how he 
had lost an order for conls from France owing to the oro in the 
scale of duties, presented to the Commissioners of Customs in 1684. 

II. A Certificate from Rouen affirming the purchase of the coats 
from Scotland. 

IV. A Memorandum from Mr. George Robinson opposing Creagh's 
proposxed reduction in the English duties, dated 1684. 

V. A reply from Creagh to Robinson's memorundum. 

VI. A further memorandum from Creagh presented to the King in 
1685/6. 

VII. A cathy ig r0g) Lhe Seotland affirming the 8ale of the coals to 
France as asserted by Creagh. 


VIII. A copy of the preamble to the Scotch Book of Rates, showimg 
that an equalisation of customs rates between England and Scotland was 
considered dearrable in 1670. 


